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1 . IN A CONVERSATION ON DECEMBER 1 GUNNAR WEDELL, MANAGING 
DIRECTOR OF STANSAAB, EXPRESSED TO EMBASSY COUNSELOR HIS 
GRATITUDE FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE MET WITH COMMERCE AND 
OTHER OFFICIALS ON NOVEMBER 23 (REFTEL). WEDELL SAID STANSAAB 
"WANTS TO PLAY BALL," AND INDICATED CONCERN OVER THE CONSEQUENCES 
SHOULD STANSAAB SEEK SENSITIVE COMPONENTS ELSEWHERE. 

HE THOUGHT US OFFICIALS WITH WHOM HE HAD MET WERE DOING THEIR 
BEST AND WERE TAKING STANSAAB'S COMMENTARY INTO THEIR 
CONSIDERATIONS. HE ANTICIPATES ANOTHER MEETING TO FIGURE 
OUT WHAT CHANGES WILL BE NECESSARY TO RECEIVE US LICENSES." 

2. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT THE EFFECT OF DELAYS IN 
RECEIVING US LICENSES, WEDELL SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
DELAYS ON THE PART OF THE USSR IN COMPLYING WITH CONSTRUCTION 
ASPECTS OF THE CONTRACT. THE FAILURE TO RECEIVE US 

LICENSES UP TO THIS POINT IS NOT. ACCORDING TO WEDELL. 

"A SHOW STOPPER." 

3. WEDELL WILL VISIT MOSCOW THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 6 AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STOCKH 06633 011512Z 

EXPECTS TO BE ALSO IN LENINGRAD WHEN HE WILL INSPECT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


AN AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEM WHICH THE RUSSIANS "HAVE 
BUILT ALL BY THEMSELVES." HE ANTICIPATES THAT AMERICAN 
COMPANIES WILL ALSO BE ALLOWED TO VIEW THE SOVIET SYSTEM. 

4. WEDELL ASKED IF THE FORTHCOMING CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION 
WOULD LIKELY AFFECT CONSIDERATION OF STANSAAB'S 

LICENSE REQUESTS. EMBASSY COUNSELOR REPLIED THAT HE DID 
NOT THINK CHANGES IN PERSONNEL AT THE TOP LEVEL OF THE 
GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE ANY EFFECT ON STANSAAB'S APPLICA- 
TIONS, OR THEIR PROCESSING. 

5. IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH ANOTHER US OFFICIAL, 

A STANSAAB OFFICER SAID HIS COMPANY’S ATC CONTRACT WITH 
THE USSR WAS VERY NEARLY ON SCHEDULE. TEN SWEDISH TECHNI- 
CIANS ARE IN THE USSR, AND ON NOVEMBER 28 SEVERAL RUSSIANS 
ARRIVED HERE TO COMMENCE THEIR TRAINING AS INSTRUCTORS IN 
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL AT STANSAAB-DESIGNED ATC SCHOOL AT 
MALMO. IN ADDITION, HE SAID, DIFFICULTIES WITH THE RUSSIANS 
HAVE DEVELOPED. THE USSR HAS NOT YET MADE ITS INITIAL 
PAYMENT OF 15 PERCENT OF THE CONTRACT, REALIZING, ACCORDING 
TO THE STANSAAB OFFICIAL, THAT SWEDEN IS HAVING DIFFICULTY 
ACQUIRING US COMPONENTRY. THIS SOVIET MOVE 

HAS FORCED STANSAAB TO BORROW AT CURRENTLY HIGH INTEREST 
RATES. IN ADDITION, THE SOVIETS HAVE BEEN SLOW IN PROVIDING 
ADEQUATE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR SWEDISH TECHNICIANS, CREATING 
MORALE PROBLEMS. 

6. COMMENT. IT APPEARS TO THE EMBASSY THAT STANSAAB 
WILL MAKE EVERY REASONABLE EFFORT TO TAKE US CONCERNS 
INTO CONSIDERATION IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE US COMPONENTS 
FOR ITS ATC CONTRACT WITH THE USSR. AS INDICATED ABOVE, 
DELAYS IN IMPLEMENTING THE CONTRACT MAY BE COSTLY BUT 
THUS FAR THEY DO NOT APPEAR TO HAVE RULED OUT STANSAAB'S 
CAPABILITY OF COMPLETING THE CONTRACT. 

SMITH 
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